2005 through 2015
Counties Testing Wildlife for Plague
Negative Positive
Adams 77 17
Alamosa 3 1
Arapahoe 210 6
Archuleta 4 0
Baca 15 5
Bent 6 0
Boulder 216 39
Broomfield 27 3
Chaffee 2 0
Cheyenne 23 0
Clear Creek 1 1
Costilla 1 0
Crowley 8 1
Custer 5 0
Delta 90 13
Denver 358 54
Dolores 5 1
Douglas 57 9
Eagle 10 2
El Paso 204 32
Elbert 31 0
Fremont 14 1
Garfield 6 0
Gilpin 3 0
Gunnison 51 14
Hinsdale 3 1
Huerfano 16 5
Jackson 3 0
Jefferson 139 12
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Counties Testing Wildlife for Plague (continued)

Negative Positive Total

Kiowa 8 2 10
Kit Carson 16 0 16
La Plata 33 16 49
Lake 1 0 1
Larimer 71 16 87
Las Animas 41 14 55
Lincoln 12 1 13
Logan 58 5 63
Mesa 82 14 96
Mineral 1 1 2
Moffat 97 16 113
Montezuma 15 17 32
Montrose 122 23 145
Morgan 12 0 12
Otero 9 0 9
Ouray 4 3 7
Park 9 3 12
Phillips 1 0 1
Pitkin 3 0 3
Prowers 3 0 3
Pueblo 223 30 253
Rio Blanco 45 3 48
Routt 35 5 40
San Juan 2 1 3
San Miguel 7 4 11
Sedgwick 3 0 3
Summit 1 0 1
Teller 6 2 8
Washington 45 0 45
Weld 67 36 103
Yuma 78 2 80
Total 2696 433 3129

*Counties not listed did not test any animals for plague during this time



Yearly Testing of Wildlife Species for Plague

Negative Positive Total
2005 155 77 232
2006 477 66 543
2007 731 123 854
2008 312 40 352
2009 368 47 415
2010 248 36 284
2011 32 3 35
2012 31 2 33
2013 109 2 111
2014 161 22 183
2015 72 15 87
Total 2696 433 3129
Types of Wildlife Tested for Plague
Negative Positive Total
Flea pools 143 100 243
Rodent 973 160 1133
Wildlife 1580 173 1753
Total 2696 433 3129




Wildlife Species Tested for Plague

Negative  Positive Total
Flea pools

Aetheca wagneri 2

Orchopeas neotomae 2

Oropsylla species 12 4 16
Oropsylla tuberculata 0 4 4
Orpsylla hirsuta 24 23 47
Pulex simulans 1 1 2
Flea unknown species 108 62 170

Rodent

13-Lined squirrel 13 0 13
Beaver 4 0 4
Bushytail woodrat 0

Colorado chipmunk 16 7 23
Deer mouse 21 0 21
Kangaroo rat 0 5
Mexican woodrat 4 11
Mouse 17 0 17
Muskrat 0 2
Pocket Gopher 1 0 1
Prairie dog 278 67 345
Rat 12 2 14
Richardson’s ground squirrel 2 0 2
Rock squirrel 18 7 25
Tassel-eared squirrel 1 1 2
Tree squirrel 560 71 631
White tailed antelope squirrel 4 1 5

Vole 9 0 9




Wildlife Species Tested for Plague (continued)

Negative  Positive Total

Wildlife

Badger

Bear

Bobcat

Coyote* 1033 143 1176

Deer 1

Elk 1 0 1

Fox 68 2 70

Lynx 18 5 23

Mountain lion 29 2 31

Rabbit 360 15 375

Raccoon 31 0 31

Skunk 9 1 10

Wildlife (species not given) 19 4 23
Total 2696 433 3129

*Coyote serums were tested for evidence of plague exposure as part of a special study

Animals Most Often Involved in Human Cases of Plague*

Ranking by number of human cases

1 Domestic cat or dog

2 Rock squirrels and their fleas

3 Prairie dogs and their fleas

4 Other ground squirrels, tree squirrels and their fleas
5 Woodrats

*from investigations of Colorado cases of plague since 1957



